Strickland, Thomas

From: Black, Steve

Sent: Tuesday, June 01, 2010 10:58 AM

To: Strickland, Thomas; Hayes, David; Lane, Kenneth

Cc: Stone, Renee

Subject: Fw: Potential report to Senators from Contributors to Secretary Salazar's 30 Day Report to

The President

We should discuss. Thanks.
Steve

From: Ford Brett <FBrett@PetroSkills.com>

To: Black, Steve; karnold@karnoldconsulting.com <karnold@karnoldconsulting.com>

Cc: Tom.Williams@Nautilus-Int.com <Tom.Williams@Nautilus-Int.com>; egward@tamu.edu <egward@tamu.edu>;
juvkam-wold@pe.tamu.edu <juvkam-wold@pe.tamu.edu>

Sent: Sun May 30 22:21:04 2010

Subject: RE: Potential report to Senators from Contributors to Secretary Salazar's 30 Day Report to The President

Steve -

Thanks for the update — you don’t need to be reading an email from me on a holiday. Hopefully, you won’t see this until
Tuesday. I'd like for you to know where | stand on this. This email describes my concerns. | believe they are likely
similar to those of others on the panel, but I'm speaking only for myself.

The Secretary and President are entitled to take any legal action they feel appropriate for any reasons (technical, political,
or even ‘just because’). | understand that. If I wanted to ‘cause a stink’ | already would have. | think my (our?) concerns
are valid and deserve some kind of formal response from the DOL.

| have three concerns (in roughly descending order of importance from my perspective) with the way this was handled.

1) We can't be having political decisions (however valid) be ‘given’ cover by technical experts who don't agree with (and
worse haven't even reviewed) the recommendations. Processes that do that are doomed to fail. | participated in the
effort in good faith. 1 made what | thought were helpful comments, and | believe the DOI did a very good job on the
report - especially in 30 days. | think the final detailed recommendations go a bit overboard, but | can see why there's
necessary. I'll even support them all because that's what the process produced. But the mostimportant
recommendation wasn’t something we even looked at. That is the Secretary's prerogative — but not with our names
onit. The entire process will lose credibility and (I'm afraid) you'll lose the contributions of people like me who have
valuable experience to contribute. This can all be a miss-communication, a report issued in haste etc. | understand
things like that. OK — but we need to ‘fix' the perception that we reviewed and agreed with the six month ban. (A
press release clarifying would be OK). But if panels like this are to be ‘political cover’ instead of ‘searches for the
truth’ (or at least expert’s consensus) then you'll have serious problems with trying to move forward with the many
things still left to do. | don’t want to see that. | hope you and the Secretary can see that this isn't a disagreement on
what to do, but on the integrity of the process.

Brett editorial note: | know a bit about how BP works, and very interestingly to me, this kind failure of integrity in the
process - in my opinion - is similar to what was going on in BP (ie. Reporting up the organization that ‘all the experts
agree’, when, in fact, the people with the detailed knowledge did not). Don't do that — you'll have a disaster.

2) Personal integrity. Am | supposed to A) provide my professional advice to the DOI as best as | can, or B) be ‘cover for
whatever decision the DOI would like to make. | am very proud, and pleased to do A) and hope | positively contribute
to a solution. | will not do B).

3) [ disagree with the recommendation to halt all floating drilling. Let me tell you why 1 think a 6 month ban is the wrong
thing for our nation to do. (Editorial note: haven't been selected by the people to make this decision, but | still have
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“judgment about risk” based on the physics and practical operational realities in the field). If we are to have ‘reviewed’
this recommendation — as stated in the report - at least my concerns should have been heard.

a)

b)

Deepwater exploration is where the risks are (development is way safer). Once the pore pressure and
productive formations are known, operations become much, much more reliable. A blanket ban is not
warranted and will drive responsible operators away from the gulf (Brett editorial comment: there is a reason
why Transocean is headquartered in Switzerland and not Houston — it's has to do with legal concerns).

The best rigs will get work and go else where. They won't come back. We'll end up with ‘junkier’ rigs (they'll
still meet ‘regs’ — but they'li be less capable). This will have the unintended consequence of increasing our
future risks.

There were problems with equipment, but the root problem wasn’t with the equipment — it was with a piece of
paper in Houston - faulty design. By the way, we'll know more later, but it is possible the BOP worked as
designed, and that, because of the faulty casing design, it simply washed out as it was trying to close. They
take 45 seconds to close, and can wash out if sealing on pressure and high flow. That's because of the faulty
casing design. The measures in our report — if implemented — will address both equipment and design risks.
Operators need to fully implement those recommendations per the report — not arbitrarily wait six months. An
arbitrary six month delay on all floating drilling will penalize the responsible operators along with those who
are not. How did six months come about? Why not five? Why not nine? We proposed that operators fulfill
the requirements in our detailed recommendations and then proceed. Some operators might be able to do it
faster than others. We need performance standards, not an arbitrary time in the ‘penalty box'.

A second cause of this disaster was the inattention that people paid to the warning signs. No one will do that
again for a long time to come. (Editorial comment: having executives not necessary for operations to go the
rig for a ‘safety’ award is in itself unsafe — if nothing else for the helicopter ride. It caused the “C team” to be
on the switch.)

| believe the blanket ban will drive responsible operators away from the Gulf of Mexico. Besides reducing lease sale
income and production revenue, it will INCREASE future risk by keeping out less responsible operators and making future
equipment used in the gulf be worse. We need performance standards — not arbitrary requirements — to drive what we

do.

As far as | know my work on the review is done. I'll be happy to help in the future if | can, but would need my first two
concerns addressed before | would be prepared to do so.

| hope you're spending time with your family and not reading this on Memorial Day, if you happen to read this — happy
memorial day to you as well.

| would like some kind of reply. Thanks for your patience.

Ford Brett

PetroSkills

(o) +1 918 828 2511 (I pick up messages frequently)
(m) +1 918 408 9516 (works in most of world)
Skype Ford.Brett

or call Rozanne at +1 918 828 2505

www.PetroSkills. com

From: Black, Steve [mailto:steve_black@ios.doi.gov]

Sent: Sunday, May 30, 2010 8:08 PM

To: Ford Brett; 'karnold@karnoldconsulting.com'

Cc: 'Tom.Williams@Nautilus-Int.com'; 'egward@tamu.edu’; 'juvkam-wold@pe.tamu.edu’

Subject: Re: Potential report to Senators from Contributors to Secretary Salazar's 30 Day Report to The President

Ford, we just put out a press release with an NTL clarifying the scope of the moratorium. Shallow water wells and certain
development wells in deep water are allowed.

Have a good Memorial Day!
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Steve

From: Ford Brett <FBrett@PetroSkills.com>

To: Ken Arnold <karnold@karnoldconsulting.com>

Cc: Black, Steve; Tom.Williams@Nautilus-Int.com <Tom.Williams@Nautilus-Int.com>; egward@tamu.edu
<egward@tamu.edu>; Hans Juvkam-Wold <juvkam-wold@pe.tamu.edu>

Sent: Sat May 29 21:43:55 2010

Subject: Re: Potential report to Senators from Contributors to Secretary Salazar’s 30 Day Report to The President

Ken et al

I just read on bloomberg that Rigs in less than 500 ft of h20 are exempt. True?
All we need now is to alllow development drilling - any chance?

Ford Brett

(m)+1 918 408 9516

On May 29, 2010, at 5:25 PM, "Ken Arnold" <karnold@karnoldconsulting.com> wrote:

Steve

There has been a change in plans. The current thought is to send the attached to Senator Landry
and Senator Hutchinson. We have connections at both. Please note we turned down the tone.

We are also in the process of gathering more signatures.

Ken

Kenneth E. (Ken) Arnold
K Armold Consulting, Inc.
3031 Shadowdale
Houston, TX 77043

Cell: 832-212-0160
Home: 713-939-1034
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www.karnoldconsulting.com

Sent: Saturday, May 29, 2010 2:52 PM

To: 'karnold@karnoldconsulting.com'

Cc: 'fbrett@petroskills.com'; 'Tom.Williams@Nautilus-Int.com'; 'eqward@tamu.edu’

Subject: Re: Potential Op Ed from Contributors to Secretary Salazar’s 30 Day Report to The President

Thanks Ken. The Secretary is traveling this weekend, but I'd be happy to talk further. | appreciate your
courtesies.

And to each of you, thanks again for your helpful work on the 30-day safety report.
Steve

<Our Views Are Not Appropriately Represented- Rev 1.docx>
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Sukkar, Richard

From: Black, Steve [steve_black@ios.doi.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2010 12:11 PM

To: Ishee, Mary Katherine

Cc: Rogers, Constance

Subject: Ken Arnold

MK,

Connie confirmed we're okay having Doug call Ken.

disclosure obligations.

Thanks.
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From: Hayes, David

To: Diehl, Barbara;

ceCl Davig, Laura:

Subject: FW: NAE letters

Date: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 9:10:39 PM
Attachments: 100602 Itr to NAE.Juvkam-Wold FINAL.doc

100602 Itr to NAE.BRETT FINAL.doc
100602 Itr to NAE BAUGH FINAL.doc
100602 Itr to NAE.CHENEVERT FINAL.doc
100602 [tr to NAE.HOLLAND FINAL.doc
100602 Itr to NAE.BEA FINAL.doc

100602 Itr to NAE STANCELL FINAL.doc

Barb:

Need to get out in the am, via ExSec.

Pls list Steve Black, Counselor to the Secretary as a cc. (Laura:

Strickland too?)

Thanks.

David J. Hayes

Deputy Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C.
202.208.6291

And Tom

From: Black, Steve
Sent: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 7:48 PM
To: Diehl, Barbara; Hayes, David

Cc: Davis, Laura; Screnar, Brian; Johnston, Doris; Hanley, Kallie

Subject: NAE letters

Barb, the attached letters are ready to go over David’s signature, subject to
his/your final review. Please don’t hesitate to call me or Doris if you have

any questions.
Many thanks.

Steve

00035235 OS-WDC-B02-00001-000001 Page 1 of 16



Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C. 20240
Phone: 202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve blackiios.doi.goy
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Hans C. Juvkam-Wold, P.E.

Professor Emeritus

Dwight Look Coliege of Engineering

Harold Vance Department of Petroleum Engineering
Texas A&M University

3116 TAMU - 507 Richardson Building

College Station, TX 77843-3116

Dear Dr. Juvkam-Wold:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be inciuded in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that reccommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating driiling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
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like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate vourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Mr. J. Ford Brett
Managing Director
Petroskills, Inc.
3128 E. 66th Place
Tulsa, OK 74135

Dear Mr. Brett:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27. 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the satety of oftshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
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or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department 1s grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Benton F. Baugh (NAE)
President, Radoil Inc.

12251 FM 529

Houston, TX 77041

Dear Dr. Baugh:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Quter Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement c¢ach of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to cach of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wclls in the executive summary of the final report.
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Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Martin E. Chenevert

Senior Lecturer, Department of Petroleum and Geosystems Engineering
Manager, Drilling Research Program

The University of Texas at Austin

Department of Petroleum and Geosystems Engineering, CPE 2.502
Austin, Texas, 78712

Dear Dr. Chenevert:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
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review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding

or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of ¢risis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations

contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Per Holland

SINTEF Industrial Management
Safety and Reliability

N-7465 Trondheim,

NORWAY

Dear Dr. Holland:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Encrgy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
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or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Robert G. Bea (NAE)

Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering
Department of Civil Engineering

University of California, Berkeley

212 McLaughlin Hall

Berkeley, CA 94720-1712

Dear Dr. Bea:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on tloating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
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review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of ¢risis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Arnold F. Stancell (NAE)

(Retired Vice President, Mobil Oil and

Turner Professor of Chemical Engineering, Emeritus
Georgia Institute of Technology)

15 Woodside Drive

Greenwich, CT 06830

Dear Dr. Stancell;

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to otfshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsca BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
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review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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From: Black, Steve

To: Diehl, Barbara; Hayes, David;

cc: Davis, Laura; Screnar, Brian; Johnston, Doris;
Hanley, Kalie;

Subject: NAE letters

Date: Wednesday, June 02, 2010 7:49:00 PM

Attachments: 100602 itr to NAE. Juvkam-Wold FINAL.doc

100602 Itr to NAE.BRETT FINAL.doc

100602 itr to NAE BAUGH FINAL.doc

100602 Itr to NAE.CHENEVERT FINAL.doc

100602 Itr to NAE.HOLLAND FINAL.doc

100602 Itr to NAE.BEA FINAL.do¢

100602 Itr to NAE.STANCELL FINAL . doc

Barb, the attached letters are ready to go over David’s signature, subject to
his/your final review. Please don’t hesitate to call me or Doris if you have

any questions.
Many thanks.
Steve

Steve Black

Counselor to the Secretary

U.S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, N.W., MS 7229
Washington, D.C. 20240
Phone: 202-208-4123

Fax: 202-208-4561

e-mail: steve black ¢ ios.doi.eoy
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Hans C. Juvkam-Wold, P.E.

Professor Emeritus

Dwight Look College of Engineering

Harold Vance Department of Petroleum Engineering
Texas A&M University

3116 TAMU - 507 Richardson Building

College Station, TX 77843-3116

Dear Dr. Juvkam-Wold:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
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like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department 1s grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Mr. J. Ford Brett
Managing Director
Petroskills, Inc.
3128 E. 66th Place
Tulsa, OK 74135

Dear Mr. Brett:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Quter Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed afler consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. Whilc that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
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or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Benton F. Baugh (NAE)
President, Radoil Inc.

12251 FM 529

Houston, TX 77041

Dear Dr. Baugh:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and indusiry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to otfshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report, We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

00035235 OS-WDC-B02-00001-000002 Page 6 of 15



Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Martin E. Chenevert

Senior Lecturer, Department of Petroleum and Geosystems Engineering
Manager, Drilling Research Program

The University of Texas at Austin

Department of Petroleum and Geosystems Engineering, CPE 2.502
Austin, Texas, 78712

Dear Dr. Chenevert:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Enginecring to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn {rom the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
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review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Per Holland

SINTEF Industrial Management
Safety and Reliability

N-7465 Trondheim,

NORWAY

Dear Dr. Holland:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation’s coasts,

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant ficlds to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for vour stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety cquipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
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or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Robert G. Bea (NAE)

Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering
Department of Civil Engineering

University of California, Berkeley

212 McLaughlin Hall

Berkeley, CA 94720-1712

Dear Dr. Bea:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010. report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement cach of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development oft our Nation’s coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Engineering to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to
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review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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June 2, 2010

Dr. Amnold F. Stancell (NAE)

(Retired Vice President, Mobil Oil and

Turner Professor of Chemical Engineering, Emeritus
Georgia Institute of Technology)

15 Woodside Drive

Greenwich, CT 06830

Dear Dr. Stancell:

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary’s
May 27, 2010, report to the President, entitled “Increased Safety Measures for Energy
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.” The Department is working diligently to
implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the safety of offshore
oil and gas development off our Nation's coasts.

As stated in the report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations contained in the report was
developed after consulting with a wide range of experts in State and Federal Governments,
academic institutions, and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of
the report and its recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National
Academy of Enginecring to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the
relevant fields to provide certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety
and blowout protection equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety
recommendations to be included in the report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to
serve in that role and for your stated concurrence with the detailed recommendations contained
in the report.

Based on the recommendations contained in the report and the devastating consequences of the
ongoing oil spill, the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on
new deepwater offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations
contained in the report and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the
Presidential Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident
and resulting BP oil spill.

By listing you as members of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations
contained in the report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. While that recommendation and decision
were based on the safety recommendations contained in the report, in particular the need for new
blowout preventer and other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling
rigs, and the need for better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies
like the BP oil spill, particularly in deepwater, we acknowledge that you were not asked to

00035235 OS-WDC-B02-00001-000002 Page 14 of 15



review or comment on the scope of the proposed moratorium. We regret any misunderstanding
or confusion related to the inclusion of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on
all new deepwater wells in the executive summary of the final report.

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time
of crisis. Your willingness to associate yourselves with the specific safety recommendations
contained in the report is extremely important and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner.

Sincerely,

[TBD]
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