


THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 


WASHINGTOI'J 


JUN 03 201) 

Dr. Benton F. Baugh 
President Radoillnc. 
12251 FM529 
HouStoll, Texas 77041 

Dear Dr. Baugh: 

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation or the Secretary ' s 
May 27, 20 I 0, report to the President. entitled "Increased Safety Measures for Energy 
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf."' The Department of the Interior is working 
diligently to implement each of the recommendations as SOOIl as practicable to improve the 
safety of offshore oil and gas development otT our Nation's coasts. 

As stated in the Report. each of the 22 numbered recommendations was developed after 
consulting with a wide range of experts in state and Federal governments, academic institutions, 
and industry and advocacy organizations. Ciiven the technical nature of the Report and its 
recommendations. the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National Academy of Engineering 
to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the relevant fi elds to provide 
certain infonnation to the Department related to offshore drilling safety and blowout protection 
equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety recommendations to he included 
in the Report. We arc indebted to each of you for agreeing to serve in that role and for your 
stated concurrence with the detailed safelY recommendations contained in the Report. 

Rased on the Report's recommendations and the devastating consequences of the ongoing oil 
spill. the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on nev,; deepwater 
offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations included in the Report 
and to learn from the infonnation and recommendations developed by the Presidential 
Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident and resulting 
BP oil spill. 

By listing you as a member orth\! NAt:: panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations 
contained in the Report. we did not mean to imrly that you also agreed with the decision to 
impose a moratorium on all ne"" d\!epw3ter drilling. We acknowledge that you were not asked to 
review or comment on the proposed moratorium. The recommendation and decision were based 
on the Report's safety recommendations. in particular the need for new blowout prevcnter and 
other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling rigs and the need for 
better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies like the BP oil spill, 
particularly in deepwater. We regret any misunderstanding Or wnfusion related to the inclusion 
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of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on all new deepwater wells in the 
executive summary of the final report. 

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extmordinary time 
of crisis. Your willingness to share your expertise and time were invaluable to our development 
of the Report ' s specific safety recommendations and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can 
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner. 

Sin~erely, 

M!~ 
David J. Ilayes 

cc: Mr. Steve Black, Counselor to the Secretary of the Interior 
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 


WASHII\jGTON 


JUN 03 20Il 

Dr. Robert G. Bea 
Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Department of Civil Engineering 
University of California, Berkeley 
212 McLaughlin Hall 
Berkeley. California 94720-1712 

Dear Dr. Ben: 

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary's 
May 27, 20 I O. rep0I1 to the President. entitled "Increased Safety Measures for Energy 
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf." The Department of the Interior is \vorking 
diligently to implement each of the recommendations as soon as pmcticable to improve the 
safety of offshore o il and gas development off our Nation's coasts. 

As stated in the Report . each of the 22 numbered recommendations was devel oped after 
consulting with a wide range of experts in state and Federal governments. academic institutions. 
and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of the Report and its 
recommendations. the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National Academy of Engineering 
to identify a group f recugnized academic and industry experts in the relevant fields to provide 
ccrtain information to the Department related to offshore drill ing safet} and blowout protection 
equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety recommendations t be included 
in the Report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to serve in that role and for your 
stated concurrence with the detailed safety recommendations contained in thc Report. 

Based on the Report ' ::; reconuncndations and thc devastating consequences of the ongoing oil 
spill. the Administration indcpendently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on ncw deepwater 
offshore drilling was necessary to implemcnt the safety recommendations included in the Report 
and to learn from the infOlmation and recommendations developed by the Presidential 
Commission (;lnd other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident and resulting 
BP oil spill. 

By listing you as a member of the NAE panel that peer-reviewcd the 22 safety recommendations 
contained in the Report . we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to 
impose a moratorium on all ne\\ deepwater drilling. We acknowledge that you were nol asked to 
review or comment on the proposed moratoriun:. The recommendation and decision were based 
on the Report·~. safety recommcndations. in particular the need for new blo\-vout prcventer and 
other safety equipment on subsea BOP Slacks used on floating drilling rigs and the need for 
bettcr wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies like the 1:31> oil spill. 
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particularly in deepwater. We regret any misunderstanding or confusion related to the inclusion 
of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on all new deepwater wells in the 
executive summary of the tinal report. 

Again. the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time 
of crisis. Your willingness to share your expertise and time were invaluable to our development 
of the Report's specific safety recommendations and will help to ensure that offshore dri lling can 
be donc safely and in an environmentally responsible manner. 

Sincerely, 

J0y-+ 
David J. Hayes 

cc: Mr. Steve Black. Counselor to the Secretary· of the Interior 
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 


WASHINGTON 


JYM 0110\0 

Mr. J. Ford Brett 
Managing Director 
Petroskills, Inc. 
2511 Tcrwilleger Boulevard 
Tulsa. Oklahoma 74114 

Dear Mr. Brett: 

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary's 
May 27, 2010, report to the President. entitled "Increased Safety Mea<;ures for Energy 
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf." The Department of the Interior is '"vorking 
diligently to implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the 
safety of offshore oil and ga<; development off our Nation's coasts. 

As stated in the Report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations was developed after 
consulting with a wide range of experts in state and Federal governments. academic institutions, 
and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of the Report and its 
recommendations. the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National Academy of Engineering 
to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the relevant fields to provide 
cel1ain inforn1ation to the Department related to offshore drilling safety and blowout protection 
equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety recommendations to be included 
in the Report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to serve in that role and lor your 
stated concurrence with the detailed safety recommendations contained in the Report. 

Based on the Report's recommendations and the devastating consequences of the ongoi ng oil 
spill, the Administration indcpcmlently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on new deepwater 
offshore drilling was neccssClry to implement the safety recommendations included in the Report 
and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the Presidential 
Commission and other ongoing investigations into the DeepwatCf Horizon incident and resulting 
BP oil spill. 

By listing you as a member of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations 
contained in the Report. we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to 
impose a moratorium on all new deepwawr drilling. We acknowledge that you \"'ere not asked to 

review or comment on the proposed moratorium. The recommendation and decision were based 
on the Report' s safety recommendations. in particular the need for new blowout preventcr and 
other safety equipment on suhsea BOP stacks used on floating d rilling rigs and the n cd fOT 

better wild-\\:ell intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies like the BJ> oil spill. 
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particularly in deepwater. We regret any misuncierslanding or confusion related to the inclusion 
of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on all new deepwater wells in the 
executive summary of the final report. 

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time 
of crisis. Your willingness to share your expertise and time were invaluable to our development 
of the Report's specific safety recommendations and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can 
be done safely ,md in an environmentally responsible manner. 

~f·ir· 
David J. Hayes 

cc: Mr. Steve Black, Counselor to the Secretary of the Interior 
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 


WASH INGTON 


JUNU 3201) 

Dr. Martin E. ChenevcI1 
Senior Lecturer, Department of Petroleum 

and Gcosystems Engineering 
Manager, Drilling Research Program 
The University o f Texas at Austin 
Department of Petroleum and Geosystems 

Engineering, e PE 2.502 
Austin, Texas 78712 

Dear Dr. Chenevert: 

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with thc preparation of the Secretary's 
May 27. 2010. report to the President, entitled "Increased Safety Measures for Energy 
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf." The Department of the Interior is working 
di ligently to implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the 
safety of offshore oil and gas development ofT our Nation's coasts. 

As stated in the Report, each of the 22 numbered reconunendations was developed atter 
consulting with a wide range of experts in state and Federal govenunents, academic institutions. 
and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the teclmical nature of the Report and its 
recommendations. the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National Academy of Engineering 
to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the relevant fields to provide 
certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety and blowout protection 
equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety recommendations to he included 
in the Report . We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to serve in that role and for your 
stated concurrence with the detailed safety recommendations contained in the Report. 

Based on the Report' s recommendations and the devastating consequences of the ongoing oil 
spill. the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on new deepwater 
offshore drilling \vas necessary to implemcnt the safety recommendations included in the Report 
and to learn from the information and recommendations developed by the Presidential 
Commission 3:1d other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident and resulting 
BP oil spill . 

By listing you as a member of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations 
contained in the Report, we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decis ion to 
impose a moratorium on all new deepw'ater driEing. We acknowledge that YOll \vere not asked to 
review' or comment on the proposed moratorium. The recommendation and decision were based 
on the Report'.5 safety recommendations, in panicular the need for new blowout prcventcr and 
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other safety equipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling rigs and the need for 
better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies like the BP oil spill, 
particularly in deepwater. We regret any misunderstanding or confusion related to the inclusion 
of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on all new deepwater wells in the 
executive summary of the final report. 

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time 
of crisis. Your willingness to share your expertise and time were invaluable to our development 
of the Report ' s specific safety recommendations and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can 
be done safely and in an environmentally respcnsible manner. 

S/i;J_ Jf-
David J. Hayes 

cc: Mr. Steve Black, Counselor to the Secretary of the Interior 
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 


WASHINGTON 


jUN 032010 

Dr. Hans C. luvkam-Wold, P.E. 
Professor Emeritus 
Dwight Look Co llege of Engineering 
Harold Vance Department of Petroleum Engineering 
Texas A&M University 
3116 TAMU - 507 Richardson Building 
College Station. Texas 77843-3116 

Dear Dr. luvkam-Wold: 

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Sccretary·s 
May 27. 20 I 0, report to the President. entitled '"Increased Safety Measures for Ent:: rgy 
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf." The Department of the Interior is working 
diligently to implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the 
safety of offshore oil and gas development olT our Nation· s coasts. 

As stated in the Report. each of the 22 numbered recommendations was developed after 
consulting with a wide range of experts in state and Federal governments. academic institutions. 
and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of the Report and its 
recorruncndations. the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National Academy of Engineering 
to identifY a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the relevant fields to provide 
certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety and blowout protection 
equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety recommendations to be included 
in the Report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to serve in that role and for your 
stated concurrence with the detailed safety recommendations contained in (he Report . 

Based on the RepOJt· s recommendations and the devastating consequences of the ongoing oil 
spill. the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on ne\\i deepwater 
offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations included in the Report 
and to learn from the information and reconm1cndations developed hy the Presidential 
Commission and other ongoing investigations i:1to the Dcepw·ater Horizon incident and resulting 
BP oil spill. 

By listing you as a memher of the NAE panel that peer-revicwed the 22 safety rccommendations 
contained in the Report, we Jid not mean to imply that you also agreed with the Jecision !O 

impose a moratorium on allne\\" deepwater drilling. We acknowledge that you were not asked to 
review or comment on the proposed moratorium. The recommendation and decision were hased 
011 the Report's safety recommendations. in particular the need for new hit \\ out rrcventer anJ 
other safety equipment on suosea BOP stacks used on floating drill ing rigs and the need for 
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better wild-well intervention techniques in the event of future emergencies like the BP oil spill , 
particularly in deepwater. We regret any misunderstanding or confusion related to the inclusion 
of the recommendation to impose a 6-moIith moratorium on all new deepwater wells in the 
executive summary of the final report. 

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time 
of crisis . Your willingness to share your expertise and time were invaluable to our development 
of the Report's specific safety recommendations and will help to ensure that ofTshore drilling can 
be done safely and in 311 environmentally responsible manner. 

Sincerely. 

JJJJl ilr 
David J. Hay'es 

cc: Mr. Steve I3lack. Counselor to the Secretary ofthe Interior 
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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 


WASHINGTON 


JUN 03201 

Dr. Per Holland 
SINTEF Industrial Management 
Safety and Reliability 
N-7465 Trondheim 
Norway 

Dear Dr. Holland: 

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary's 
May 27,20 I 0, report to the President. entitled" Increased Safety Measures for Energy 
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf." The Department of the Interior j working 
diligently to implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the 
safety of offshore oil and gas development off our Nation's coasts. 

As stated in the Report, each of the 22 numbered recommendations was de e loped after 
consulting with a \vide range of experts in state and Federal governments, academic institutions, 
and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the tcclmical nature of the Report and its 
recommendations. the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the l'ational Academy of Lnc:ineering 
to identify a group of recognized academic and industry experts in the relevant fields to provide 
certain information to the Department related to offshore drilling safety and blowout protection 
equipment and to review and comment on the proposed safety recommendations to be included 
in the Report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to serve in that role and for your 
stated concurrence ""ilh the detailed safety recommendations contai ned in the Report. 

Based on the Report·s recommendations and the devastating consequences of the ongoing oil 
spill. the Administrat ion independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on new deepwater 
offshore drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations included in the Report 
and to learn from the infonnation and recommendations developed by the Presidential 
Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident and resulting 
BP oil spill. 

By listing you as a member of the NAE panel that peer-revic\ved the 22 safety recommendations 
contained in the Report. \ve did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decisi n 10 

impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. We acknowledge that you were not asked to 
review or comment on the proposed moratorium. The recommendation and uecision were based 
on the Report" s safety recommendations. in particular the need for nevo; blowout prc\enter and 
other safety equipment on subsea nop stacks used on lloating drilling rigs and the need {or 
beHer ""ild-\vell inten ention techniques in the event of future emergencies like th' BP oil spill. 
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particularly in deepwater. We regret any misunderstanding or confusion related to the inclusion 
of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on all new deepwater wells in thc 
executive summary of the final report. 

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United States in this extraordinary time 
of crisis. Your willingness to share your expertise and time were invaluable to our development 
of the Report's specific safety recommendations and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can 
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner. 

Sincerely, 

/ 

~:!1f 
cc: Mr. Steve Black. Counselor to the Secretar) of the Interior 

00028004  OS-WDC-B01-00001-000006  Page 2 of 2



THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 


WASHINGTON 


JUN 03 20m 

Dr. Arnold F. Stancell 
Former Vice President, Mobil Oil 
Turner Professor of Chemical Engineering. Emeritus, 

Georgia Institute f Technology 
15 Woodside Driv~ 
Greenwich. Connecticut 06830 

Dear Dr. Stancell : 

Thank you for your valuable assistance in connection with the preparation of the Secretary' s 
May 27. 2010, report to the President. entitled "[ncreased Safcty Measures for Energy 
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf.·· The Department of the Interior is working 
diligently to implement each of the recommendations as soon as practicable to improve the 
safety of offshore oil and gas developmcnt off our Nation' s coasts. 

As stated in the R port, each of the 22 numbered recommendations was developed after 
consulting with a wide range of experts in state and Federal governments. academic institutions. 
and industry and advocacy organizations. Given the technical nature of the Report and its 
recommendations, the Department asked Dr. Peter Blair of the National Academy of J':ngineering 
to identify a group oC recognized academic and industry expel1s in the relevant fields to provide 
certain information to the Department related to offshorc drilling safety and blowout protection 
eyuipment and to rcview and comment on the proposed safety recommcndations tl' be included 
in the Report. We are indebted to each of you for agreeing to serve in that role and for your 
stated concurrence with the detailed safety recommendations contained in the Report . 

Rased on the Report's recommendations and the devastating consequences of the ong ing oil 
spill. the Administration independently concluded that a 6-month moratorium on new deepwater 
offshorc drilling was necessary to implement the safety recommendations included in the Report 
and to learn from the information and recommendations dcveloped by the Presidential 
Commission and other ongoing investigations into the Deepwater Horizon incident and resulting 
BP oil spill. 

By listing you as a member of the NAE panel that peer-reviewed the 22 safety recommendations 
contained in the Report. we did not mean to imply that you also agreed with the decision to 
impose a moratorium on all new deepwater drilling. We acknowledge that you were not asked to 
review or comment on the proposed moratorium. The recommendation and decision were based 
on the Report's safety recommendations. in particular the need for new blowout preventcr and 
other safety eyuipment on subsea BOP stacks used on floating drilling rigs and the need for 
better wild-well intervention techniyues in the event of future emergencies like the BP o il spill. 
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particularly in deepwater. We regret any misunderstanding or confusion related to the inclusion 
of the recommendation to impose a 6-month moratorium on all new deepwater wells in the 
executive summary of Ihe final report . 

Again, the Department is grateful for your service to the United St.ates in this extraordinary time 
of crisis. Your willingness to share your expertise and time were invaluable to our development 
of the Report's specific safety recommendations and will help to ensure that offshore drilling can 
be done safely and in an environmentally responsible manner. 

Sincerely. 

~AI)/), if ' ) ) / 
~ ;-'7-
David J. Hayes 

cc : Mr. Steve Black. Counselor to the Secretary of the Interior 
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